Brief History of Stephens City

Stephens City was chartered in 1758 and is the second
oldest town in Shenandoah Valley. It was originally named
Stephensburg after its founder, Lewis Stephens, who own-
ed the 900 acres that made up the town. The first settlement
there was shortly after 1732, when Peter Stephens, father
of Lewis Stephens and one of the party that migrated from
Pennsylvania with Joist Hite, built a house in the area.

Stephensburg, also called Newton when it was expanded
northward, was renamed Stephens City in the late nine-
teenth century. According to local legend, Stephens City
almost became the county seat but was beaten by Win-
chester after a bow! of toddy influenced the vote.

Since its beginnings, Stephens City has been a commer-
cial and industrial center as well as a major crossroads. It
is located along Rt. 11 (the Valley Pike) about eight miles
south of Winchester. Route 277 was originally the road that
ran to Alexandria, an extremely important passage to the
east. Because of its location along Rt. 11 and Rt. 277, two
very heavily traveled arteries through the Valley, the types
of businesses that operated there were geared towards
transportation. The wagon making trade was an important
enterprise in Stephens City, which was known for its high-
quality Newtown Wagons. At one point in the nineteenth
century, there were about thirteen wagon maker shops and
about the same number of blacksmiths. In addition, there
were also potteries, several inns and taverns, a tannery, a
silversmith, and a saddle and harness maker, just to name
a few. When the railroad came through after the Civil War,
this all but put an end to the wagon making business and
the other related industries. Some new industries, including
a lime plant, were opened in the twentieth century. There
are several early churches and cemeteries in Stephens
City. The oldest cemetery is located on Mulberry Street and
contains the graves of the first settlers including the
Stephens family. The Lutherans and Methodists began con-
gregating in Stephens City as early as 1786. There were also
several later Churches, inciuding ones for the Afro-
American community.

As a “Valley Pike Town", Stephens City is exceptional
because it has changed little through time. The earliest
dwellings were log cabins built close to the road so as to
have gardens in the back. Although the widening of Route
11 has destroyed some buildings and others have been
demolished and replaced with modern structures, for the
most part Main Street Stephens city is amazingly intact.

The twentieth century has brought increased growth to
Stephens City. The town got electrical service in 1915, a
water system in 1941, and a sewer system in 1964. In 1937,
there was a devastating fire in the area of town known as
Mudville. In recent years, the area around Stephens City has
experienced a boom of residential and commercial activity
which will surely continue. The population of Stephens Ci-
ty itself has also increased dramatically, almost doubling
in the past twenty years. Stephens City's strong, unspoil-
ed historical character is a great asset, and will hopefully
foster and support growth in a positive manner.
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